
What is Weathering?
WEEK A





What is Erosion?



Water in rivers and streams smooths the surface of 
rocks as it gradually wears them down.

Pebbles on the beach are smoothed by waved.

Rocks in cliffs is also affected by other forms of 
weathering. 



Chemical Weathering 
Rainwater reacts with elements in the air to 
make an acid that eats away at the surface 

of rock 

This makes it softer and more open to 
physical weathering. Acid rain caused by 

pollution in the atmosphere increases 
chemical weathering 



Biological weathering 
Plants grow in the crevices of rocks, creating a 

wedge. Their roots travel deeper into the 
crevice as they search for water. As the root 
grows thicker, they make these cracks bigger 

Burrowing animals also increase the size of 
the crevices in rock. This allows water to 

penetrate deeper into the rock where it can 
freeze and expand.  



Question/ Activity Time



Please either print and stick in your books or rewrite 
and answer questions.





3. How can plants and animals weather rocks ?

4.How can weathering help plants?

5. Weathering is a slow process that depends on:

____________       ______________     _______________

6. There are different types of soil formed from weathering of different 
types of rocks. Find out about the different soil types and the important 
job soil scientists do. 



Do some independent research and create concept map to demonstrate your 
understanding of the 3 types of weathering. You can do this in your books or on 
popplet or mindmup. Don’t forget to get a copy of your work if you do it online. 
Use the resources page to help you get your information 



Additional Videos to watch 

https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/media/30555/turning-rock-into-soil

BTN CLASSROOM – search for weathering stories.  

Websites with good information 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwd2mp3/revision/1 - Why not try the quiz/test.

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/ks3/gsl/education/resources/rockcycle/page3461.html

http://www.geography4kids.com/files/earth_intro.html

BRITANNICA 

Resources 

https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/media/30555/turning-rock-into-soil
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwd2mp3/revision/1
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/ks3/gsl/education/resources/rockcycle/page3461.html
http://www.geography4kids.com/files/earth_intro.html


Optional at home 
investigations. 





What is erosion?
WEEK B

















1a) What does erosion do?

b) What causes erosion?

2.Explain why rivers have bends in them

3.Why do glaciers move?

Question/ Activity Time



Watch - https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/coastal-
erosion/11958874

4. How does the sea’s energy change a coast line?

5. Why are there lots of rocks underneath and at the sides of glaciers?

6a) If there are plants growing in the soil, is it more or less likely to be eroded 
by the wind?
b) Give the reason for your answer

7. Why does soil erode faster when there is a storm?

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/coastal-erosion/11958874


Where does soil come from?
WEEK C 











Questions
1. Explain why soil is so important

2. Soil is a mixture of __________, _____________ and __________.

3. Explain how soil is formed

4. Give two examples of: (a)living and (b)nonliving materials found in 
soil. 

(a)_____________            ________________

(b)_____________            ________________



5. Which type of soils:

(a) have the largest grains?  ___________

(b) are washed downstream? ___________

(c) are sticky when wet? ___________

6. What is loam? Loam is …

7. How can soil be damaged by:

(a)nature?

(b)humans?


