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End of Year Concert 

Thank you all families for your attendance at the End of Year Concert. 

It was a spectacular evening full of entertainment. We were dazzled by our students’ upbeat 

and creative performances.  

What a way to bring our year to an end! 

 

A huge thank you to our parent fundraising team for all their efforts providing the food trucks 

for families to enjoy prior to the concert.  

 

 

At East Marden Primary School learners are empowered to 

connect and thrive in a global community 
 

Respect    Kindness   Perseverance    Creativity 

 

‘Learners today Leaders tomorrow’ 



End of Year Concert 
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Room 32 
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In Term 4, South Australian Senator, Marielle Smith, ran a Christmas Card Design Competition that year 4 students in 

Room 32 had the option to enter. The competition invited students to draw or paint a picture of their community to 

be featured on the Senator’s annual Christmas card. Three winners were chosen across the state, one of the students 

being Riva Nanavati from EMPS. Riva received a $50 book voucher and a framed copy of her finished card, which 

was presented to her personally by the Senator on Tuesday of Week 9. Room 32 also had the opportunity to meet 

with the Senator to ask questions and pitch their own ideas for the community. Congratulations to all who 

participated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 
In December before Christmas, Year 4 and 5 classes at our school had 
a fundraiser called “The Uniting Communities Christmas Appeal”.  We 
donated non-perishable foods and drinks, books and toys to the 
appeal.  Mrs. Lucas’ class also voted to donate the money raised from 
10c bottles and cans collection to the appeal.  Over $100 will also be 
donated. 
Here are some students’ thoughts about the Christmas Appeal: 
Leo: “I think it’s a good idea because other people are less privileged than us.  It’s the point of Christmas to think of 
other people.  I have a good home and good food but some other people don’t have that”. 
Serena: “Thinking of others is a good idea because some people don’t have as much food or many toys as us.  
Sometimes we get what we want but some people don’t have the same opportunity.” 
Cyrus: “The Christmas Appeal is a great idea because people are generous to donate to others.  To me, that is the 
whole point of Christmas.  It’s about making everybody happy.” 
We definitely think next Christmas we should do it again. 
Thank you Mrs. Lucas for making this possible. 

Christmas Appeal 



TERM 4 
Week 9 

12/12/19 Whole School Transition Day 

12/12/19 Yr. 7 Graduation 

13/12/19 Yr. 6/7 Aquatics 

13/12/19 Yr. 5 ARC 

13/12/19 Last day of term 4 

  Early dismissal 2pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We wish you a Happy and Safe 

Holidays! 

 

 

Term 1, 2020 
Week 1 

School Starts Tuesday 28th January 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

It is a little unbelievable that we have already 
come to end of a very busy year and that the school is 

currently preparing for 2020.  

Reflecting on my first year as Principal at East Marden 
Primary, I have genuinely enjoyed being able to meet so 
many wonderful parents, grandparents, carers and students 
from the community. The students continue to be a joy here. 

They are always friendly, polite and striving to be their best.  

The school has continued to have strong academic growth and 
students have won prizes in various competitions, especially in 

the area of STEM and chess. 

The teachers and SSOs at East Marden at dedicated to the 
learning of students and continue to be professional and 

engaged with teaching and learning strategies.  

It was a fun experience to be a part of the Christmas concert 
item with the staff and see the joy in the students’ faces 

watching their teachers and SSOs perform.   

Looking forward to 2020, the school will have a focus on 
literacy, inquiry learning and training for staff that will 

enhance relationships with staff and students. 

It is also that time of the year where we need to farewell 
some staff and students.  Best wishes to our current year 7s as 
they make their way to their secondary education. They have 
been very strong contributors to the school in their time here. 
Many of the year 6 students are also leaving to become year 

7s in a secondary school context and we wish them well also.  

Staff leaving us include Gloria Capolongo, Stephanie Antich, 
Richard Oliver, Emma Joyce, Eve Sage and Catherine 
Almond. Catherine is moving to an Assistant Principal role at 
Allenby Garden PS and Eve is retiring at the end of the year. 
We wish them all well in their new endeavours and 

experiences.  

Students will receive their reports and class placement 
information on Thursday this week. It is important at these 
transition points in children’s lives, as a parent, to be positive 
and hopeful about the new year, rather than heightening 
children’s anxiety. The school has worked closely on aligning 

classes and teachers. 

From all the staff at East Marden Primary, have a wonderful 
and safe break with your families. We look forward to 

seeing many of you next year. 

 
Julie James 

Principal 

 

From the Principal 
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Crows Visit 
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On Wednesday of Week 8, East Marden students were fortunate to be visited by Liam and 
Rachel from the Adelaide Football Club’s community development team. They presented the 
‘Positive Reflection’ program, which was about self-confidence, persistence and kindness to-
wards others. The program gave an in-depth introduction to the 5 Positive Places – home life, 
fabulous friends, school is cool, super sport and dare to dream. Games were played, prizes 
were won and we even got to meet the AFC mascot, Claude the crow! Well done to EMPS 

students for showing the school value of respect during the presentation. 



Library 
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Congratulations to the 6/7 students who 

received their ‘Hall of fame reader for life 
award’.  
  
These students have participated in the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge for eight and 
nine years! Which is an amazing achievement!  
  
To acknowledge their achievement the 
students were presented with their award at 
an Assembly by Ms James and their teacher. 
  
Keep reading! 

  

Material and Service Charges AGM 

East Marden Governing Council AGM  

 

All members of the community are invited to attend 
the AGM of Governing Council. This will be held on 
February 18th 2020. Nominations to be a part of 
Governing Council will be taken from now until the 
meeting next year. More information about Govern-
ing Council and its role will be provided early next 

year.  

2020 Materials and Service Poll 

 

Thank you to all our families who responded to the Poll for 

East Marden Primary School Governing Council’s request 

to legally recover an amount greater than the ‘standard 

sum’, being the ‘prescribed sum’ for the 2020 materials 

and services charges. 

 

The Poll has closed and the final count conducted.  121 

votes were received, 108 for and 13 against. 

 

Based on the result of the poll and pursuant to Section 

106A of the Education Act, approval has been granted for 

the 2020 Materials and Services charge of $415.00 to be 

the legally recoverable amount for 2020. 

 



Volunteers 
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Volunteers make a difference 

Volunteers make such a difference to a school. We congratulate Jocelyn Retnaraja on being selected as this 
year’s Volunteer of the year. Jocelyn’s work with the Chess students supported their recent trip to Canberra 
to compete in the National Chess Tournament and her endless enthusiasm about chess makes more of our 

students want to learn this great brain stretching activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also need to thank all of the many senior students at the school who also volunteer their time doing 

important tasks such as Road Crossing, Peer Mediators and library crew to name a few of the roles.  

We are always looking for more volunteers. If it is something you or a family member would like to 

contribute to the school next year, please get in touch with the front office for more information. 

 



Ever considered volunteering within our school community?  
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Meet some of our fabulous volunteers who give their time each week to help foster our school 
community spirit.  

  

Claudia Quenstedt  
Why did you decide to volunteer in our school community? Why is it important to you? 
I have one child in year 2 and two kids in reception and when they started this year I had a bit more time on my 
hands and also wanted to be more involved in their schooling. I wanted to have a bit of 'behind the scenes' 
knowledge of what is going on at school and why in order to support my kids better and be part of their 
learning as much as possible. 
  
What roles have you undertaken in a voluntary capacity at the school and for how long have you been 
doing so? 
I joined the governing council beginning of this year and we meet twice a term. I am also part of the fundraising 
committee which meets whenever needed, and have delivered the Movie Night, Sports Day Fundraising and 
Uniform Sales. I have been on excursions with my kids classes and walked with them to swimming during 
swimming week.  
  
What have you enjoyed the most about being part of the school community? 
Having a better understanding of how the school operates, getting to know the staff, seeing my kids interact with 
their classmates during excursions etc and helping to organise school events and seeing kids and adults have fun.  
  
What’s your advice to parents looking to be more involved in the school community? 
DO IT!! You don't need lots of time and your kids will love seeing you at school getting involved. I come from a 
country where parents do not have a lot of say or input into what happens at school, Its not the same here. The 
more you put in the more you (and your kids) get out of it! From a fundraising perspective, we need you! We 
need to decide on the school events for the coming year, to have a fun run or a disco or do another community 
breakfast or do it all!? So many decisions and so few people to have input on.   
 

Fiona Smith 

Why did you decided to volunteer in our school community? Why is it important to you? 

With my youngest son starting school this year and working from home I was fortunate enough to find myself with 
both spare time and flexibility. I think it is really important to be able to support and contribute to any 
community you are part of and the school is a really big part of my children’s life.  
 
What roles have you undertaken in a voluntary capacity at the school and for how long have you been 
doing so? 
Since the beginning of the year I have been on the Governing Council and the Fundraising and Community Events 
Committee  
 
What have you enjoyed the most about being part of the school community? 
I have been rather surprised about how much I have enjoyed and got out of volunteering! I have made some 
great friendships and get enjoyment and satisfaction out of what we have achieved so far. I have enjoyed being 
more engaged with the community and have learnt a lot about the amazing things that go on behind the scenes. 
Most of all I have loved seeing my own children's sense of belonging and pride in the school grow.  
 
What’s your advice to parents looking to be more involved in the school community? 
Just do it! It doesn't matter if you don't have a lot of time to spare or don't feel you have anything to offer, there 
are many ways in which you can support the 
community and every little bit helps.  
  



Basketball 
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Basketball 
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Chess News 

What an awesome year it has been for the East Marden chess teams! 
In the South Australian interschool chess championships season 2019, the East Marden chess teams have won these 
prestigious team chess titles: 
Champions of Primary A Grade 
 Champions of Primary B Grade 
 Joint 1st Runners-UP of Primary C Grade 
 Champions of Primary All Girls 
 The Evelyn Koshnitsky Shield as the Best Primary Chess School  
 And now there is also a national team chess title! 

 
Photo: (Back row) Primary Open - Ethan (Captain) Yr 7; Athena-Malar Yr 5; Tharan Yr 6; and Suhas Yr 6. 
(Front row) Primary Girls - Sophie (Captain) Yr 3; Hannah Yr 5; Jasmine Yr 6; Amelia Yr 3, and coach David. 
Credit must go to David Koetsier, Head Coach and founder of Chesslife, who came with the team at his own 
expense to continue to provide teaching and guidance to the players which was crucial to their success. Thank you, 
coach! 
Also, a BIG THANK YOU to the super supportive chess parents!  It was the presence of the parents of each player 
whose support and encouragement was invaluable in motivating the players in achieving their success.  You are 
amazing! 
Last but not least, the chess players and parents would like to express their most sincere gratitude to the school 
community and the following parties, in no particular order, in helping send the teams to Canberra:  
The leadership team of the school 
Our wonderful volunteers 
SAJCL (South Australian Junior Chess League) 
The Hon Vincent Tarzia MP  
Kiwanis of Athelstone 
Tony and Mark’s 
Kingpin Bowling Norwood  
Beerenberg Farm 
Cirami Estate Wines 
 
East Marden Primary School is indeed a very special and wonderful school for its extraordinary community spirit, 
which is so beautifully demonstrated in these chess fundraising efforts. 
The top 5 prizes of the raffle were pre-drawn and announced on Thursday 28th November during the End of Year 
School Concert. Good luck to all the ticket holders and the winners will be contacted in due course. 
We look forward to chess at East Marden in 2020, during which further milestones may be achieved! 
Wishing everyone and their families a safe and happy holiday season! 

 

The Australian Schools Teams Chess Championships 
(ASTC) are the official Australian Chess Federation 
sanctioned national interschools championships. 
  
There are four divisions: Primary Open, Primary Girls, 
Secondary Open and Secondary Girls. Typically, these 
teams are winners of their state or territory chess asso-
ciation endorsed finals or playoffs. 
  
The annual event this year was held at Canberra 
Grammar School over the weekend of Saturday 30 
November and Sunday 1 December. 
  
After 5 rounds of intense chess over 2 days, East 
Marden chess teams have secured 2nd in the Primary 
Open division and 5th in the Primary Girls’.   It was 
great efforts from every one! Well done and many 
congratulations!  You have done your school and state 
proud! 
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Nominations are now open for Term 1 Spikezone Mini-Volleyball competitions across Adelaide.  

  

Spikezone is a modified version of volleyball for kids in years 3-7. Spikezone is played with a softer/lighter ball, on a 

smaller court with a lower net and with modified rules to allow the kids to play the game through a fun and supportive 

environment.  

  

There are multiple venues around SA that run on various weeknights throughout the school terms. Get a team of 4-6, 

both boys and girls, together and enter a team for Term 1! There is a flyer attached that can be included in School 

newsletters or hung on notice boards both now and in the New Year. We always love to get new schools and new 

teams involved so if there is anything we can do to help get you on board let us know! 

Nomination forms and more information can be found by CLICKING HERE. 

The Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure wish to advise of temporary changes to pedestrian access 
on Payneham Road, predominantly at night, duringstormwater works beginning on the evening of Sunday 8 

December, for a period of approximately six weeks.  

During this time, there will be temporary changes to pedestrian access between Thelma Street and Arthur Street and 

Thelma Street and Ashbrook Avenue, respectively.  

The majority of these works will occur at night so that the footpath can be open during the day, to minimise the 

impacts on pedestrians.  

The temporary pedestrian detours are shown in the graphics attached, and only one of these will be in place at a 

time. 

If you have any questions or would like to speak to a member of the project team, please call 1300 794 880 or visit 

www.dpti.sa.gov.au/payneham_OG or email dpti.communityrelations@sa.gov.au. 

Kind regards 

 

The Community and Stakeholder Engagement Team, 

Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure  

The temporary pedestrian detours, anticipated to only be required at night, are shown in the graphics below. Only 

one of these will be in place at a time: 

 

Notices 

https://www.volleyballsa.com.au/junior/spikezone
http://www.dpti.sa.gov.au/payneham_OG
mailto:dpti.communityrelations@sa.gov.au
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In January 2020, when you log into Qkr you will receive a notification prompt to 
update your child/rens details on Qkr for the 2020 year.  This prompt cannot be 

skipped. 

Please update your child/rens information with their CORRECT year level & class 
number for 2020.  If you do not know this information, you will have to wait to use 

Qkr until you do know. 

 

Entering incorrect information will result in your child/ren not receiving orders/deliveries when expected as they 

have gone to another classroom/year level. 



Notices 
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THE STAFF CAR PARK IS NOT TO BE USED 

BY PARENTS DURING THE HOURS OF 

 7AM - 5PM. 


