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Gelati Day 

On Wednesday the 6th of November the whole school 
shared in a Gelati Day to remember and celebrate our 

beloved Italian teacher Signora Ricci.  

The whole school gathered for a memorial assembly 
where a group of year 6/7 students spoke. The students 
spoke wonderfully about the memories and thoughts  they 
have of their Italian education over their time at our 
school and Signoria Ricci’s impact on their learning. Their 
words were extremely thoughtful, touching and 
summarised how significant and highly regarded Ms Ricci 
was to our East Marden School community. We were all 

very proud of the students who spoke on the day.  

At the conclusion of the assembly Gelati was delivered to students to enjoy together.  

The event was a lovely way for our whole school to come together and remember Elviria Ricci.  

 

 

At East Marden Primary School learners are empowered to 

connect and thrive in a global community 
 

Respect    Kindness   Perseverance    Creativity 

 

‘Learners today Leaders tomorrow’ 



Fundraising 

Resurfacing the COLA 

This year the Fundraising and Community Events Committee has been working hard to hold events that both support 
and bring our school community together whilst also raising funds. We have a lofty goal to raise funds to resurface the 
Covered Outdoor Learning Area (known mostly as the COLA). This is an area used by all the children. Resurfacing will 
transform it into a more user-friendly and safe space, hopefully also cutting down on the Band-Aid consumption given 

its current unforgiving surface!  

We wanted to share with you the success and say thank you for continuing to support the school - here is how we have 

gone so far: 

Term 2- Uniform sale raised $1245 
Term 3- Movie Night and Book week cake stall raised $2095 

Term 4- Sports Day Sushi Lunch/ Cake stall and Uniform Sale raised $1582 

Resurfacing the COLA will continue to be our goal, we are aiming to contribute at least 10K towards the cost. Thank 
you for your ongoing support!  

 

End of Year Concert Thursday 28th November 

Can you believe it’s that time of year again?! The concert is always a great night out for students and families.  
We invite you to come along from 5pm, to enjoy time with your family and friends and to give yourself the night off 
from cooking! The following food trucks will be there and making a contribution towards our COLA resurfacing 

fundraising goal, so please enjoy the food and help support the school.  

Wienerbago- serving amazing Hahndorf Gourmet Wieners, Hot Dogs, Sauerkraut  
Moorish Bites- Real Moroccan souk street food- tagines, grill & meloui (Halal & Vegetarian available) 
Juan’s Paella- Award winning paella cooked right in front of you (Vegetarian available)  
Coffee & Crepes- Sweet & savoury crepes, coffee & tea 

East Marden Canteen- Refreshing Icecream, iceblocks and drinks. 

 

Please see the program attached for more concert information.  We look forward to 

seeing you all there. 

Gingerbread House Raffle $1 per ticket 

This amazing gingerbread house has been made and donated by a very talented school mum. Tickets to win this 

gingerbread house will be sold at the end of year concert so make sure you get your ticket to be in the running!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed! 

We need your help at the upcoming end of year concert! We need volunteers to contribute 15 - 30 minutes of their 
time to help at the canteen stall or to sell raffle tickets. Please email dl.1043.admin@schools.sa.edu.au with your 
details or drop past the canteen and speak to Julie C.  
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TERM 4 
Week 6 

21/11/19 Reception Transition Visit 

22/11/19 Assembly UP 

Week 7 

26/11/19 Governing Council Meeting 

28/11/19 End of Year Concert 

29/11/19 Assembly JP 

Week 8 

3/12/19 Volunteers Morning Tea 

4/12/19 AFL Positive Reflection Talk 

5/12/19 Reception Transition Day 

6/12/19 Assembly UP 

Week 9 

11/12/19 Class Party Day 

12/12/19 Whole School Transition Day 

12/12/19 Yr. 7 Graduation 

13/12/19 Yr. 6/7 Aquatics 

13/12/19 Yr. 5 ARC 

13/12/19 Last day of term 4 

  Early dismissal 2pm 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

 

We are at that point of the year where everything 
is drawing to a close and decisions are being made about 
classes and teachers. Information from teachers, students and 
parents have been taken into account and the classes will be 
formed in the next few weeks. A great deal of thought will 
go into the decisions and we trust that no changes will be 
required when the classes are shared in week 9. Due to 
fluctuating numbers, particularly in the higher year levels, we 
have needed to have some composite classes next year. 
Research has shown that there is little academic difference 
when classes are composite, as all classes have a range of 
abilities and that there are some benefits. Students are seen 
as individuals with learning goals relevant to their ability, as 
they are in all classes. Next year there will be 27 classes in 

the school. Currently we have 26. 

 

As mentioned in the newsletter elsewhere, the student reports 
have been modified this term due to the ongoing industrial 
action. Last year the reports were adapted quite significantly 
and were sent out in term 2 in their new form. We asked for 
feedback from parents and teachers and are aware that the 
current format could be improved and intend to make the 
improvements based on feedback when the reports return to 

their more detailed style in term 2 next year.  

 

A few weeks ago we had the External School Review as 
outlined in the last newsletter. The school has received some 
positive feedback about the students and teachers at East 
Marden Primary and also some suggested directions for the 
next three years. We were told that we have high 
performing staff, very capable students and a positive school 
culture. The formal report will be uploaded on the school 

website when we receive it later this term.  

 

Finally, we have been reinforcing with students that wearing 

a hat outside is compulsory in terms 1 and 4. Please make 

sure your child’s hat is clearly labelled and worn to school 

each day. 

 
Julie James 

Principal 

 

From the Principal 
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Volunteers 
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Our much loved and dedicated volunteer, Lisa Miller, will be leaving our 
school at the end of 2019.  We would like to thank her for her time and 
support to our students. 
Please read to see why Lisa volunteered at our school. 
 

Why did you decide to volunteer in our school community? Why is it important to 

you? 

My initial reasons for choosing to be a parent volunteer were to be involved in what 
my children were learning, to know their peers, to meet other parents and to help 
support the students and teachers. My involvement grew quite rapidly from volunteering around my 
own children, to volunteering on committees and volunteering with other children throughout the school in 
other year levels.  I now feel very much a part of the EMPS community and have built many good 

friendships as a result of my volunteering. 

 

What roles have you undertaken in a voluntary capacity at the school and for how long have you 

been doing so? 

I have been a very active volunteer since mid 2009 supporting at a classroom level with reading, times 
tables and LAP support, cooking, camps and excursions, school wide events such as cake stalls, discos 
and  Australia's biggest morning tea. I have helped establish and participated on an number of 
committees, and have co-ordinated and coached the Kanga Cricket and school basketball programs 

for many years. 

  

What have you enjoyed the most about being part of the school community? 

I have loved volunteering throughout my children's years at EMPS, the students here are amazing, they 
are eager to learn, polite and respectful.  I have been on many excursions with my children's classes 
over the years and something that always stands out, is how well behaved our students are.  On so 
many occasions I have heard our students being praised for their good manners and behaviour and am 
impressed at how well they cooperate together and how positively engaged they were with the 
activities. My reward is knowing that I have helped and supported many wonderful children at EMPS 

and made a positive difference.  

 

What’s your advice to parents looking to be more involved in the school community? 

Volunteers play a vital role in building the school community, volunteering supports not only the students, 
but the families and teachers too.  The most valuable thing you can give someone is time and when that 

time is for your children's learning environment, it's worth it. 

  

Now is the perfect time to get more involved with our community – consider volunteering 
some of your time to support the school. Contact school reception for more information 

on volunteering. 



Year 5 
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Hi everyone, this term the Year 5 students have been learning about business and economics. We learnt all about 
goods and services and what makes a great business. We had to conduct some market research, then create our own 
unique products and advertising. 
 
We are selling Tuesday in the gym between recess and lunch. Please bring some loose change as all of the profits 
will be going to a charity of our choice! 

 
By Lily H 
Room 16 

 

 

AEU School Hats 

From the AEU members at EMPS 

 

South Australian educators are currently implementing 
initiatives and priorities in classrooms without sufficient 
resources. They are making up the difference with 
unacknowledged goodwill and execessive afterhours 
work. Duties such as data collection and individualised 
learning plans are done at the expense of teaching and 
learning. The AEU is currently trying to restore life-work 
balance for all educators and support teaching and 

learning with sufficient resources. 

The AEU’s focus on teaching and learning asked members 

to consider which tasks remove us from teaching. Members 

of AEU at EMPS decided that the minimum requirement 

for written reports is  'Two written reports per year 

without descriptive written content’ therefore the action 

that was voted upon was to simplify the end of year 

reports. It was decided that teachers would not write 

individualised comments for each subject area. 

REMINDER 

Unfortunately we are finding that we have no hats in 
our lost property, with numerous students having lost 

them.  

Please ensure your child’s name is clearly written 
inside the hat and does not have another child's name 

inside. 

 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Basketball 
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Chess News 
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Firstly, a HUGE THANK YOU to everyone of the school community for your 
enthusiastic support of the many chess fundraising events – the raffle, jellybean 
counting, sausage & veggie patty sizzle, cake stall and charity chocolate sale – 
to help send our two chess teams to represent our school and South Australia at 
the annual Australian Schools Teams Championships in Canberra next week.  
Your generosity with donations, time and money is much appreciated!! THANK 

YOU SO VERY MUCH!!  

 

Having won the state title of All Girls Primary on Friday 25th October, our 
Primary Girls team is to join our Primary Open team to do battles over 
Saturday 30 November (3 rounds) and Sunday 1 December (2 rounds) against 
top teams from Queensland, New South Wales, ACT, Victoria and Western 
Australia to vie for glory in the Primary Open and Primary Girls Divisions, 

respectively.  

 

Players for the teams are: 
Primary Open - Ethan (Captain) Yr 7; Athena-Malar Yr 5; Tharan Yr 6; and Suhas Yr 6. 

Primary Girls - Sophie (Captain) Yr 3; Hannah Yr 5; Jasmine Yr 6; and Amelia Yr 3.  

Each student has performed exceptionally well this chess season, both as individuals and in teams. All the very best 

and good luck! Go East Marden! Go South Australia! 

 

Also, credit must go to David Koetsier, Head Coach and founder of Chesslife, whose teaching and guidance to the 

players is crucial to their success.  Thank you, coach! 

 

Last but not least, the chess players and parents would like to acknowledge the various support and donations from 

the following parties, in no particular order, and express gratitude to them: 

 the leadership team of the school 

 our wonderful volunteers 

 SAJCL (South Australian Junior Chess League) 

 The Hon Vincent Tarzia MP (who paid a visit to the school on Tuesday 5th Nov and met the many members of 

the school chess club during lunch time)  

 Kiwanis of Athelstone 

 Tony and Mark’s 

 Beerenberg Farm 

 Cirami Estate Wines  

 
What makes East Marden Primary School such a special and wonderful school is its extraordinary community spirit, 
which is so beautifully demonstrated in these chess fundraising efforts.  The raffle will be drawn on Thursday 28th 

November during the End of Year School Concert. Good luck to all the ticket holders!   



NOTICES 
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THE STAFF CAR PARK IS NOT TO BE USED 

BY PARENTS DURING THE HOURS OF 

 7AM - 5PM. 


