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STEMSEL CLUB 

East Marden’s STEMSEL Club has been running since 2017, growing from seven students 
to over forty students in this time. STEMSEL stands for Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics Social Enterprise Learning. Students use discipline-specific knowledge 
and skills to create solutions to social problems; such as minimising electricity or water 
use, making technology accessible to people with disabilities, or increasing efficiency of 
recycling processes. Students learn how to code and build a microcomputer circuit, which 

can include light and temperature sensors, LEDs, motors and Wi-Fi chips. 

 

Once students have familiarised themselves through tutorials, they are ready to find 
their own problems so solve using the engineering design process. These designs are 
entered into multiple competitions throughout the year. On Thursday of Week 7, our 
STEMSEL students were judged in the Royal Adelaide Show Technology competition in 
the ‘Smart City’ and ‘Smart Farm’ categories. Students are required to speak to a panel 
of judges about their project, justifying their decisions and answering questions. Our 
team won five ribbons, including Best Exhibit in Innovation, Invention and Enterprise 
Robotics made by a school group. In Term 4, students will begin to make modifications 
and  improvements to their design, ready to enter in the Young ICT Explorers 

competition in October. 

 

Categories and award winners from East Marden PS: 

Category: Smart Farm (up to Year 6) 
2nd Place - Smart Bin (Ishan, Mayumdi, Serena, 

Gianna, Nuwin) 

Category: Smart City (up to Year 6) 
1st Place - Auto Light System (Tharan and 
Angelo) 
2nd Place - CompoBlade Bin (Brigitte, April, 

Zoe) 

Category: Smart City (Years 7/8/9) 
3rd Place - Classroom Absence (Ryan, Charlie, 

Luke, Gabbi) 

OVERALL BEST EXHIBIT BY A SCHOOL GROUP 

Auto Light System (Tharan and Angelo) 

 

 

 

 

 

At East Marden Primary School learners are empowered to 

connect and thrive in a global community 
 

Respect    Kindness   Perseverance    Creativity 

 

‘Learners today Leaders tomorrow’ 



xxx STEMSEL CLUB 

A big thank you to Ryan Parsons and Carly Wilamowski for supporting the STEMSEL Club this year in my 

absence, and to Lisa Miller for joining us at the Royal Show. 

 

STEMSEL Club runs from mid-Term 1 through to mid-Term 4, with students remaining on the same project 
team for the year. The club is currently on a break until the beginning of Term 4, when our projects have 
been returned from the Show and we are ready to prepare for the next competition. If your child is 

interested in joining in 2020, information and registrations for Years 4-7 will take place early next year. 
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TERM 3 
20/9/19 Junior Primary Assembly 

27/9/19 Whole School Assembly, COLA  

  1.30pm 

27/9/19 Last day of Term, 2pm Dismissal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 4 

24/10/19 Sports Day 

25/10/19 Student Free Day 

11/11/19 School Photo Day 

28/11/19 End of Year Concert 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

There have been so many exciting events 

happening around the school in the last three weeks 

and many of them are documented in this newsletter. I watch 

with great pride and delight  as so many positive 

experiences occur for students. 

Our students have so many talents and interests and in the 

last few weeks alone, we have had recognition at the Royal 

Adelaide Show with STEMSEL, the chess teams have won a 

number of competitions including a place at the National 

Championship in December and one of our year 3 students 

has won one of only 20 NAIDOC awards in the state for 

writing a poem about reconciliation. What I notice about all 

of these students is that they are curious, creative and most 

importantly thoroughly engaged and excited by what they 

are doing. All of these activities have occurred outside of the 

school day and have been encouraged by teachers and 

parents. A love of learning and being willing to take risks by 

entering competitions all build resilience and help students to 

learn about life and believe in themselves. 

The first school movie night was a great success, despite the 

weather being unkind to us. The sense of community present 

that evening made it even better. Thanks to the fundraising 

committee, made up of Claudia Thakore, Fiona Smith and 

Bianca Gallego who worked so hard on making the evening 

a great one. Please consider how you could be a part of the 

school community via volunteering or participating in events. 

Attending the Festival of Music on Monday night, was another 

great experience.  Congratulations to all the performers and 

thank you to Ashlee Self for conducting and organising the 

choir this year. 

Another really important activity occurring in the school has 

come from the year 4 students and teachers. This group has 

negotiated with myself and the business manager of the 

school, Regina, to organize and purchase a variety of new 

bins for school classrooms and grounds. The purpose for this is 

to make the school more sustainable and reduce rubbish. The 

year 4 teachers have provided information for all of the 

teachers at the school and the students have made short 

videos about how to use the bins successfully to show other 

classes. This is also documented in this newsletter. It is now up 

to all of us to make the initiative successful and do our bit to 

help. More positive steps to reduce rubbish will be coming 

soon and next year also. 

Finally, the holidays are only one week away. Enjoy the time 

with your children and we look forward to finishing the year 

with a number of whole school events when you return in term 

4. 

 
Julie James 

Principal 

From the Principal 
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xxx RETURNING IN 2020? 
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Is your child returning in 2020??  The form below was sent home with all 
students 
 
Please complete and return to the school NO later  
than Friday 27th September 2019. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capacity Management Plan update September 2019 
Last week, a new Capacity Management Plan was gazetted in SA Parliament. The new capacity for 
East Marden PS is 756 students. Because of this, some new vacancies have been created in some year 
levels and extra registration of interest applications for 2020 can now be considered. Registrations of 
interest applications can only be received from families living in the school zone. All relevant 
documentation to show proof of residence and supporting documentation will need to be provided 
when a registration of interest is made. Families renting a property from a private landlord will be 
required to provide secondary documentation to support their application. Families will be notified 
before the end of the year if their registration of interest has been successful. 



xxx Year 1 Inquiry Based Learning 
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The inquiry unit throughout Term 3 that Year 1 classes have focused on has been about how we affect 
each other and the environment. We have looked at how people care for and meet the needs of 
different plants, fruits and vegetables. As part of this learning unit, we have planted and cared for 
broad beans - studying their development and ensuring their needs are being met. Our inquiry 
concluded with a visit to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens where we 
were able to observe plants from around the globe and develop 
our understanding of how different conditions affect their health 
and growth. 
A special thank you to Bunnings Windsor Gardens for their $50 



East Marden Movie Night 

The East Marden Movie Night 
held on September 6th was a 
big success with many 
families filling the gym for a 
night of food, popcorn and enjoyment 

watching Lego Movie 2. 

A very special thank you to our Fundraising 
Committee representatives, Fiona and Claudia 
who did an enormous amount of organisation for 
the night.  Extended thank you to members of 
our governing council and parent volunteers for 
assisting with a range of jobs in preparing this 

event and helping with the success. 

Big thanks to the families that supported this 

fundraising event for our school.  

 

 

 

Support to school parents survey 

The South Australian Association of School 

Parent Communities (SAASPC) are currently 

undertaking a survey via McGregor Tan to 

understand the perceptions of support to school 

parents. 

School staff and parents are encouraged to 

have their say and complete the survey by 

Wednesday 25 September. 

All completed surveys go into a draw for a 

chance to win $200 at the end of the month. You 

will also be entered into an annual McGregor 

Tan draw to win $1,000. survey  

 

Contact: Nancy Caporaso, Policy and Project 

Officer, External Relations, phone 8226 3991   

Have you ever heard of Loud Shirt Day? It’s an event 

where you can wear a colourful, bright or exotic 

shirt! Proceeds from the day will go towards people 
who have difficulty hearing. So please do not bring a 
black or brown shirt, or any dark colour for that 
matter. Bring a gold coin donation to school and give 
it to your teacher. Loud Shirt Day is on the 18th of 
October, in Week 1, Term 4. So what are you 
waiting for? Get your loud shirt prepared for the  
18th of October. Bring a bright shirt, a gold coin 

donation, and your best smile!  

(Money will go towards Can:Do4 kids). To read more, 

go to https://www.loudshirtday.com.au/ 

Yours sincerely,  

Social Justice, SWAT 

Governing Council Grounds Committee Report 

 

There is an interesting relationship between student 
learning and the spaces where learning occurs. Good 
learning can happen anywhere – but the environment 

can encourage different modes of learning.  

 

This year we have employed the services of Thomson 
Rossi Architects to undertake a Learning Environment 
Opportunities Study (LEOS).  A LEOS is a strategic 
review to assess existing facilities and identify 
opportunities to improve spaces for teaching and 

learning on the school site.  

 

LEOS is a collaboration between the school community; 
staff, students, parents and the architects for the 
timely, long term planning of the site to enhance 
contemporary curriculum delivery and improve 

learning outcomes.   

There will be opportunities for staff, student, parents 
to engage with the issues and work together to 

explore opportunities for our site.  

Parents are invited to a workshop  

When: Tuesday 22nd October  

Time: 6:30-8:00pm 

Where: STEM Room  

The workshop will explore questions such as: 

 What do the current facilities encourage/
discourage? 

 Are there areas that facilitate contemporary 

educational practice? 

Loud Shirt Day 
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Movie Night 

Parent Survey 

Grounds Committee  

https://departmentforeducation.cmail19.com/t/i-l-pdddydk-jrkuljmyu-k/
mailto:nancy.caporaso@sa.gov.au
https://www.loudshirtday.com.au/


xxx YEAR 4 INQUIRY 
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EMPS Bin System – Year 4 Inquiry 

Over the last two years, Year 4 students have been learning about how to manage their waste and are 
aiming to make the school more sustainable. A culmination of this learning has resulted in the creation of a 
new bin system, both indoor and outdoor. Where possible, the Year 4’s have aimed to replicate the bin 
systems in place at homes in the Campbelltown area. We would love to see families support this system at 

school and in their homes.  

New Bin System – inside 

The new bins that will be setup in all classrooms and in some other rooms across the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soft plastics: Did you know the REDcycle program allows people to recycle soft plastics at Coles and 
Woolworths supermarkets? Soft plastics are plastics that can be scrunched into a ball. As part of the new 
system, from time to time students will volunteer to take home a bag of soft plastic to drop off at their 
local REDcycle collection point. This will allow the soft plastics in our class to be recycled and not sent to 

landfill! We greatly appreciate your support! 

New Bin System – outside bin stations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will be encouraged to reduce their amount of food wastage and rubbish in the yard, by sitting 
and eating their food before they play.  

 



xxx Basketball 
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Our After School Basketball players were invited to participate in Adelaide Lightning “Ignite the Spark” 
Basketball Clinics.  Initially Adelaide Lightning were offering to run their usual one or two clinics for us, but 
when I advised their Community Engagement Manager that we have a very large number of students 
playing After School Basketball here at East Marden Primary, she happily agreed to allow us four clinics, 

so none of our players would miss out.   

 

These clinics were a perfect opportunity for our players to talk to, train with and be inspired by elite, pro-
fessional basketball players.  Adelaide Lightning being a womens team were very pleased to see the 
number of girls we have participating in our Basketball Community.  All our players were very engaged, 
excited, eager to participate in the drills, and of course, well behaved showing great respect to our elite 

visitors. 

Our players were given Adelaide Lightning Players Handbooks filled with activities, tips, tricks, drills and 
more… Our players also grabbed the opportunity to get their handbooks and basketballs autographed 

too.   

 

A special thank you to Cassie from Adelaide Lightning and Mostyn Kemp our PE Teacher for helping me 
make all this possible.  These special events are all worthwhile when you can see the delight on our stu-

dent’s faces and those huge grins, such as those in these photos. 

 

Lisa Miller 

EMPS Basketball Coordinator/Coach 



xxx Chess News 

East Marden Primary School Newsletter         Issue 8   Term 3   Week 9   20th September  2019     

THEY HAVE DONE IT AGAIN!! Many congratulations to our A Grade Team, whose members are now the 
2019 SA Primary School Open Champions!  This follows their resounding win 5-0 last Friday with a total 
score of 32.5 points after seven rounds (out of a maximum of 35). Being Primary Team Chess Champions 
means they are now qualified to represent South Australia in the Division of Primary Open at the annual 
Australian Schools’ Teams Championships (ASTC) in Canberra on Saturday 30th November and Sunday 

1st December. Well done!! 

It is the second time that our A Grade team has won this prestigious state primary school chess title. Back 
in 2017, our then A Grade team represented South Australia and was joint national 1st Runner-Up in the 

Primary Open Division! Let’s wish our team luck for a national championship title this time!! 

Meanwhile, our B Grade Yellow and C Grade Red teams have also finished at the top of the 
Preliminary Finals in their playing venues and are now playing at their respective finals at St. Peter’s 
College this Friday 20th September 2019 at 4pm. It is a 4-round progressive tournament with high 

intensity and excitement with each player having 20 minutes per game! Best of luck to our players!! 

These State Finals take place just two days after another state team chess tournament – the Evelyn 
Koshnitsky Shield. It is an Invitational event to the most active primary chess schools in the South 
Australian Junior Chess League (SAJCL) competition to take part in a 3 round competition, with 20 
minutes for each player per game, to work out who has the right to hold the Champion Primary School 

shield for the year. 

East Marden Primary School has proudly held the “Best Primary Chess School” title since 2017 and the 

team this year is drawn from A and B Grade players who have each played very well in the domestic 

season just finished. Good luck to the EK Shield Team!!  

The East Marden Primary School Chess Club meets at lunch on Monday for players in competitions, and 

on Wednesday in the OSHC room which is open to students of all levels. 

We learn everything from the very basics to more complex techniques.  Chess is a lot of fun and helps 

students learn how to think in new ways, communicate better and make new friends! If you think chess is 

for you check out www.chesslife.com.au/register to learn more!  

In the meantime, have a go at the puzzle on your left (solution 

at the bottom of the page).  

 

Fun Fact: Chess can take you around the world! This year the 

World U16 Olympiad chess Olympiad will take place in Turkey 

from 28th October - 6th November and coach David Koetsier 

will be the official Team Manager/Coach for the Australian 

Junior Team. This means, there will be no chess at East Marden 

in week 3 and week 4 in Term 4,  but it means you can ask him 

all about the trip from week 5 onwards! 

 

Solution: 

To achieve a mate in one, you must first find a way to put the opposing king in check. A check is not a 

checkmate if the opposing king has a way to escape it. 

Here, the answer is to move the white queen to g8. That puts the black king in check and it can’t escape. 

Beginners sometimes think that Q-a7 is checkmate. But if white played Q-a7, the black king could 

escape to c8. True, white could checkmate on the next move, but then it wouldn’t be a mate in one. 

http://www.chesslife.com.au/register


xxx Netball News 

East Marden Primary School Newsletter         Issue 8   Term 3   Week 9   20th September  2019     

Winter Season 2019 

Netta (Year 2) Energy, enthusiasm and improvement sums up the Year 2 Netta Netball winter season. For most of 

the players, this was their first full season of netball, and it was a joy to see how far the team had come by the 

final game of the season. It was clear the players had begun to understand the rules, positions and some basic 

attacking and defensive strategies. The team worked well together, approached matches, often against older 

and taller players, with grit and determination, and treated their opponents and umpires with sincerity and 

respect. Well done for making the season fun, and we hope you continue to be involved in the game in the future. 

Jon & Alicia Fuller. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From L to R: Emily B, Tessa F, Alma R, Elena Z, Adele E, Sofia R, Sophia X, Shelley J. Coaches: Jon and Alicia 

Fuller. 

 

Primary 10 (Year 3 / 4 /5) This team had a tough start to the season with not quite enough players to fill the 

team.  Luckily some new players came forward to complete our side (thank you Grace, Winnie & Connor).  As 

most of the players were brand new to netball and hadn’t had a chance to play Netta previously it was a 

struggle to compete in the Primary Division with full netball rules.  However the players demonstrated great 

determination and resilience despite suffering some heavy losses.  We were lucky to have Rachel Moon join the 

coaching team during the season and Rachel has made great progress developing the Primary 10 team’s skills 

and knowledge of the game.  They had some solid results towards the end of the season as they started to get to 

grips with the game – well done to all players for never giving up and demonstrating we are great sports at East 

Marden. You should be very proud of yourselves.  Lisa Gleghorn and Rachel Moon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From L to R: Avleen K, Grace T, Winnie F, Samaira G, Sylvia H, Isabella N, Amelia T, Connor H.  Absent: Paul 

Hasterok.  Coach: Rachel Moon. 



xxx Netball News 
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Primary 9 (Year 4 / 5)  The Primary 9 team played well this season with everyone adjusting to the faster pace 

and tougher rules of Primary netball versus Netta rules.  It was most pleasing to see a very consistent turn out of 

players to training each week. Every player worked hard to improve their skills and this showed most weeks in 

the game on Saturday. A highlight of the season was definitely the last game against a skilled Burnside team 

sitting second on the ladder. Primary 9 played well as a team and kept their composure when it mattered to win 

the game by three goals. Well done everyone!   Matthew Mead/Kylie Baehnisch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From L to R:  Olive G, Paige E, Xintong Y (Lala), Mu Yao W (Miya), Ilario G, Ruby B, Alena K, Amelie M, Lilah J.  

Coaches: Kylie Baehnisch and Matthew Mead. 

 

Primary 2 (Year 5) Our Primary 2 team have had a fantastic Winter season and have managed to finish at the 

top of the Premiership table in the Primary 2 Division!  It has been fantastic to see the team coming together so 

cohesively and playing so well.  A highlight was the battles with Stradbroke to compete for the top of the table 

position! Win or lose they have also always demonstrated good sportsmanship when it counts.  I’m very proud of 

this team and the hard work they’ve put in at training and also at the games.  I look forward to seeing them all 

build and develop even further in the Summer Season.  Lisa Gleghorn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From L to R:: Mya V (lying), Oneli A, Evie G(lying), Emma M, Kesha A, Aaryaa S (kneeling), Aliza L, Summer M 

(kneeling).  Absent: Akini H. Coach: Lisa Gleghorn. 

 



xxx Netball  
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Sub-Juniors (Year 6)  Results wise our Sub Junior team had an up and down season. Aside from results our team 

continued to work on their skills developing into accomplished Netballers. The team also displayed great unity, 

supporting each other with the will to play their best every game. Filza, Angeleen, Sarah, Sofia, Jasmine, Elyssa 

and Keisha you should be very proud of your achievements this season. 

Tony Marciano & Toni Moon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From L to R: Sarah M, Angeleen K, Filza T, Jasmine Mc, Elyssa M, Keisha S.  Absent: Sofia D.  Coaches: Tony 

Marciano (pictured) and Toni Moon (absent). 

 

2019 NAIDOC Week School Initiative Competition was judged by a panel including The patron of Koori Kids, 

Aboriginal Elders, Agency Delegates and other members of the community.  The colouring-in/Poem Writing 

competition was open to all primary schools students.  There were 20 winners across the state of South Australia 

to receive the ‘NAIDOC Medal of Excellence.   

CONGRATULATIONS to Lucas T in year 3 who was presented this medal by Julie James (Principal) this week.  

Congratulations 



STEM 
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We need your help! Read on about how STEM implementation is going at our school, and how your 

workplace could collaborate with our classes to support authentic problem solving at East Marden.  
 
You may be aware of the Department for Education’s STEM Strategy 2017-2020, directing all public 
schools in South Australia to prioritise STEM Learning at their sites. STEM not only relates to the disciplines 
of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics – it describes a way of teaching that has students 
undertaking authentic, real-world challenges, problems or issues. Teaching teams have been 
experimenting with different ways of implementing STEM in their classrooms over 2018-2019 with a 
pupil free day dedicated to the Engineering Design Process, time for teachers to plan STEM units of work, 
an action team of STEM Student Leaders planning lessons for students R-7, opportunities for teachers to 
co-plan and co-teach with STEM Teacher Leaders, and a professional learning opportunity 
with Gever Tulley (founder of Brightworks School in San Fransisco).  
 
In Term 2, Ryan Parsons and I attended a range of STEM professional learning opportunities. One session 
run by the Department for Education in collaboration with UniSA gave us an insight into methods of 
evaluating STEM programs in schools and has resulted in us receiving a $30,000 grant for teacher 
release and professional learning to undertake an evaluation at East Marden. Ryan Parsons, 
Carly Wilamowski and I will be responsible for collecting data, supporting STEM pedagogy in 
classrooms and writing the evaluation document over 2019-2020.    
 
One of our goals over the next 12 months is to facilitate networks between East Marden classrooms and 
industry partners and evaluate the effectiveness on student achievement and teacher beliefs around the 
value of STEM pedagogy. One partnership we have forged between Campbelltown City Council will see 
the Year 3s in Julie McGrane’s class and a Year 2/3 class from Thorndon Park Primary School design 
solutions to issues arising at the Campbelltown Community Orchard. Other connections we have begun to 
pursue include The ARC, SARAH Construction and Haigh’s Chocolates.  
 
Do you work for an industry that would be interested in collaborating with a classroom at East 
Marden? Ideally, the partnership would include an initial visit to the school from an industry contact 
or classrooms visiting an industry/business site, and finish with the industry contact evaluating 
student created solutions. We can support you to develop and articulate a problem or issue in your 
industry. If you work in an industry/business that might be interested, or if you would like more 
information, please let me know at Catherine.Almond596@schools.sa.edu.au.  

Choir 

Festival of Music 

On Monday night, our school choir participated in the Festival of Music, a musical extravaganza showcasing 
talent and choirs from schools statewide. We had 34 students within our choir and two other students partic-
ipating in the Taiko drumming segment and the orchestra. We are so lucky to have so many talented stu-
dents in our school community. The performance was spectacular and our students were a credit to our 
school; professional, enthusiastic and talented. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the staff, 
parents and carers who assisted our students to be successful in this incredible opportunity. I hope that next 

year is just as amazing! 

Ashlee Self  

mailto:Catherine.Almond596@schools.sa.edu.au


Room 27 & 28 Exhibition of Learning 
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Soccer 

2019 season was very impressive, the standard this year was high. The players really grew in skill and we 

were rewarded with some great wins. 

There were some great moments including the opening goal from one of our defenders for a 3:1 win!!!  We 
cannot forget one of our junior players holding off a club standard player for 10 meters.  
It has been an absolutely privilege to be a part of 
a great team this year. 
Special thanks goes out to Robert Civitarese
(coach) whose knowledge in the game was 
valuable in improving their skills, and to the 
parents who supported their children and the 

school throughout this season.  

 

We hope to see you again in 2020. 

Johnny Triscari ( Team Manager)  



xxx Library News 
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Notices 
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THE STAFF CAR PARK IS NOT TO BE USED 

BY PARENTS DURING THE HOURS OF 

 7AM - 5PM. 


